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LISA GRAY

Letters to
Westbury

S OMETIME in
the mid-"70s,
Phyllis Ran-
dolph Frye walked
door to door, distrib-
uting a letter to her
neighbors. They’'d
previously known
her as Phillip, a
swaggering Aggm
engineer, a man’s
man. But, explained

- Phyllis, there'd been
' a change.

That letter rocked Westbury
South, a tract-house suburb in
southwest Houston. Some

i boundaries, the neighbors
, thought, weren’t meant to be

crossed.
Phillip and his wife had fit in

i fine, but only a few people
, remained friendly with Phyllis

and her wife. Some neighbors
stopped speaking. Vandals
egged Phyllis' house, slashed
her tires, painted graffiti on the
driveway. Someone burned a

_ dirty diaper on the front porch.

Phyllis cried a lot. But she
and her wife stayed.

Ower the years, in certain
circles, Phyllis grew famous.
She anned herself w1th a law
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dirty diaper on the front porch.

Phyllis eried a lot. But she
and her wife stayed.

Ower the years, in certain
circles, Phyllis grew famous.
_,qumu with a law
; ee, then deployed her
. dimples and good-old-girl

charm in a national crusade for

| thanks to her, groups e
| to support “gay” rights now

{ #ocus on “LGBT” issues —

| things of interest to the lesbian,
| gay, bisexual and

| transgendered. She insisted on
| being included, and eventually

| she was.
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proce plant.

But how cool is thi
Kathleen McCart, a cl
teacher in Alief, pot tc
rehydrated beef patty

! Slowly she found a place in the astronauts eat.
| Westbury, too. The neighbors
| who shunned her either died or
I moved away. The new
neighbors — some LGBT, most
not — saw her as a colorful EX-laWﬂla
| neighborhood fixture, someone
who picked up trash and executed
« remembered everyone’s name.
= She m} T i of the Mike Griffi
; eivie club. ;
f That’s how Phyllis operates: a former sheri
= She stays, and she holds her
" ground, and eventually she deputy SE'!:IltE:ﬂ
wins. to death in the
Fighting the ugly raping and
About seven years ago, in
i Phyllis halfway retired. She stabb & of
. culntinwed to work part time as ﬂUWEl"ShGIJ o
| alawyer, handling cases such
| astransgenders’ name changes, Deborah -
i but she began spending a lot M{.‘,Cﬂﬂﬂlck,
more time at home,
i Sometimes she walked her was put to dea
| dogs along with Tommie Allen, Wednesday.
! her next-door neighbor. They
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